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In ﬁamn 2 Miles South of Murfreesboro
January 18th 1863

Dear Father I once more smtrace &n opvortunity of sending
you 8 few linea & I have great reasons o he thankful for the
privalege & that I can inform you that my health 18 good.

I sincerely hope. these few lines may find you ‘and mother
enjoying good health & reace of mind & that they may reach

you soon. It has been s long time since I heard from you,
perhaps your letters have miscarried. I thliuk the last I got
was written about the first of Dee. I answered, but now
disremember the date. The letter 18 lost. T have recelved

but 1ittle mail matter for ncar a month. My last from home
bears date Dec. 28th. My family were in ususl health & doing
as well as circumstances would admit. But it was hard enough

I am sure. It makes me fsel sad to think of thelr troubles.
May God protest them & givs them wilsdom & strengh to bear all.
We all hope how soon the war will bte over & that we may mset
again in peace to enjoy the blessings of liberty. Yet I fesar
that the time 18 to be vrolonged beyond this coming soring. It
looks to me now that it will be necessary to make out a new
leavy for more men & that the volicy of the war will have to

be changed somewhat & a varcel more of our oroslavery leaders &
Gensrals will have to be dealt with & true vatriots put into
their places. Oh how I long to see our army perjed and made
clear of all thoee rotten sncaking scouvndrals who oretend to

be Unlon men, while they are the worst & most dangerous traitors
with whom we have to deal. T am inclined to believe that we
was well nigh loeing all here, in consequence of having =a
traitnr to command a part of our forces on the right wing.

I can't help but think him a blackhearted traitor or he would
have done differently. It is true I mav not know it all,

but I think some.

Well I suppose you would like me to glve you some items about
our march & the baittle at this place & e. ¥Well I'll zo back to
about the time I wrote you last about the 25th of Dec. About
that time our army was reorganized & made ready for a move,

the morning of the 24th. We had orders to march and all was
torn up and made ready & held in readiness soms hours when we
was ordered to oitch tents. We took our Christmam in rather

a pleasant way & early the morning of the 26th we were ordsred
out again & that time we went. Our sick and camn equipage

sent back to Nashville with all the teams excert my old friend
Watson's & mins. We went with the 2rmy J. Watson to haul hos=ital
stores & I to haul grmasters siores for our regiment. The rebbles
kept up 2 skirmish with our men every day. We could hear the
canon roar at intervals through each day but the rebbles woulsd
give back & keep themsslves out of danger. I su-poee they cone
80 in order to ascertain the strengh and whereabouts of our
army which went out on different roads & came together at or
near Murfrecsboro. We had some rain which made 1t a3 1ittle
dlsagreeable at times. We traveled one night through a cedar




wilderness & over the ruffest roads I sver drove a team, we
stopped within about & milea of Murfreesboro & camnsd without
fires & our boys lay down to sleep as besat they could in wet
blankets, (for it was raining) The next morning Tuesday our
division was put in motion by timess % took vosition on ths
fields. That day some skirmishing and feeling was done for

the enemy, to find their whereabouts & that was about all that
was done. Ths exstream right was commanded (as you have alresady
learned from the vapers no doubt) By Gen. Johnson, Ths next
division by Gen. Jeff. C. Davis & the next towards the csnter
was ours, or Sheridan's division all this you will get from

the papers.

Our train was ¥kept soms two miles in the rear (it should have
been s8ix) & that night as the night before we did not unhiteh
our team, but watched them all night & on Wednesday morning

the fight commenced in good earneat & to our surprise the
rebblea made an advance on Johnson's division when he was not
ready for them % 8o our lines were broke & a lot of cavalry
rushed on to our train & captured considerabls of it. When

1t was known that we were in danger, we was ordered to haul

out as quick as possible & led off through some o0ld fields to
the East towards the Murfreesboro pike, but the enesmy was onto
ue soon after we got started & everything that could run was

on the go. Many straglers came rushing by from Johnson's
division, & they run for dear life 811 was excitement % con-
fusion every tecamster making his mules do thelr best, a2 great
many passed me just tearing things sndways. It was not ---—-
untill our 1little squad of cavalry gave way & they came on our
retreat past us & the rebble cavalry after them firing into

our men & yelling at every jump & so fast as they coms up with
the train they would hault the teams % turn them back in order
to get them Inside their own lines. They would draw up their
revolvers on us & order us to hakitawearing that they would
blow our brains out soms five drew revolvers on me % two with
carbens. T a4g a matter of course obayed & then was a prisonsr
I was ordered back under guard but had not gone over half a mile
when I herd some ncw confusion behind me & the ordsr to "“hault
that team." 1 called a hault & found that the rebbles were
skedaddling as fast or faster than we had done. Some of our
regulars had come in and commenced vpiling the seesh of their
horsss,Bome were taken orisoner & some five got away. So I with
others were recaptured & drove off free again.

We got onto the plke & was ordered back some 8ix miles where we
camped for the night, & the nsxt day we was ordered back to
Neshville, our train got strung out & was about six miles long %
on we moved slowly. I had got on so that I was within 14 miles
of Nashville ( & 16 from Mur-) about 2/3 of the train was in
front of me. Well at that pvoilnt I hearéd the revort of a zun &
soon a number more. I looked of to one side & could =ze the
smoke & in a moment we was greated with the revort of a canon
which was repsated 1n quick sucession for some moments that threw
all into confusion again & got up a sanick & such rumning &
crashing & smashing wacons vvside down & teams scared run off &



among the rest my team ran off & after running near a mile

they ran through a fence My line broke & the best I could do

I got them stopped among some trees. The rebble cavalry

were after us so close the best I could do was to mount a

mule and lesave while straglers took the rest of my mulss &

lost everything els except what I had on my back, so I barely
escaped being taksn orisoner again. The rebbles burnsd ovsr

100 wagons out of that train mine with the rest. Our cavalry
came up in the rear & saved the rear of the train & recaptured
the orisoner. This was dons --=-- of some two thousand devils (7)
(so0 said) & while thls was géing on a desperate battle was raging
at Murfreesboro. OQur regiment was engaged 5 times that day

& once or twice nearly surrounded but they 'stood nobly & cut
their way through many brave boyes fell at their posts. It is
almost & mericle that our regiment was not almost anihilated.

All three of our Brig. Gen. were killed belonging to our
division Gen's Schafer, 8111, % Roberds. Sheridan was at his
post & Rosecrans is oraised by all our men. It was by the
hardest that he got Johnson's blunder covered up. But after
bard fighting they took Mur-- & now we are camped 2 miles south %
don't know when we will move. The rebbles ares not far from us.
They get after our forage train every few days & make us
skeedaddle. We are to go out in the morning for forage. I have
been driving an other team up to Thursday last when I was
appointed Foragemaster which gives me rather an easier position
but gives the rebbles some better chance to get me. I'11 do
what I can to keev out of their clutthes when hunting forage.



